
Using diameter of the test as the measure of age, the condition of the
ciliates was studied in 152 urchins (diam. 8-65 mm.) which represented 6
age-groups (1.5-6.5 years, in increments of 1 year). Urchins 8 mm. in
diam. (age about 1.5 years) were uninfected; urchins 9-14 mm. (age like
wise 1.5 years) were lightly infected (1-28 ciliates of each species per
urchin), but dividing individuals were absent. Urchins 15-23 mm. (age
about 2.5 years) contained large numbers of dividing specimens of all 3
species. All the urchins of the remaining age-groups were infected, and
B. gracilis was dividing in every urchin, but the division of E. borealis and
M. indomita was sporadic and could not be correlated with the age of the
host.

The results indicate that urchins become infected in their second
summer (at age 1.5 years) and that their ciliate populations build up
rapidly in the third summer. Once the populations are established, infre
quent division suffices to maintain E. borealis and M. indomita, though
constant division is necessary to maintain B. gracilis, which, unlike its
confreres, inhabits the rectum and escapes regularly among the fecal
pellets.

Further Observations on the Relation of the Ciliate
(Conchophthirus mytili) to Its Host, (Mytilus edulis)

C. Dale Beers
University of North Carolina

Various studies on the behavior of metazoan commensals have
shown that some commensals respond positively to their respective hosts or
even to host fragments (Davenport, J. Mar. Biol. Assoc. U. K. 32:161,
1953). Such studies raise the question as to whether Conchophthirus
mytili, an ectocommensal of the foot of the mussel Mytilus edulis, displays
similar responses.

Since C. mytili tolerates pure sea water reasonably well (Beers, J.
Elisha Mitchell Sci. Soc. 75:3, 1959), specimens were washed from the
foot of freshly collected mussels into “outside” sea water, meaning water
collected well beyond the mussel beds, or into artificial sea water (M. B. L.
formula). Their response was tested in turn to the detached whole foot
and to excised pieces of living foot, gill, mantle and labial palp, but the
results were negative. However, specimens that arrived by chance on the
epithelial surface of the foot or specimens that were placed on it by means
of a pipette remained on it for periods that varied from 9 to 12 hours. But
specimens that arrived on the other surfaces that have been mentioned
usually remained no longer than a minute before swimming away.

The results indicate that C. mytili is carried passively through the in
current siphon into the mantle chamber of the host and that its arrival on
the foot is dictated by chance. Once on the foot, however, it remains
“bound” to the epithelial surface of the foot, in all probability by a
chem;cal attractant, though the nature of the attractant is undetermined.
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